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History of Nishime coastal villages at the devastated dune in Yuri District,
Akita Prefecture, with special reference to the salt manufacture.

Kazuhiko Masaka' ‘and Masaharu Ikeda’

Abstract: History of Nishime coastal villages at the devastated dune was reconsidered with special reference to the

salt manufacture. According to ‘History of Nishime Town,” the coastal forest degraded just after the Meiji
Revolution at mid-19th century. However, the travel writer Nankei TACHIBANA and the geographer Tadataka INO
documented the vast sand beach in this region in 1785 and 1802, respectively. Indeed, Tsukiyama Shrine stood on

the denuded small hill surrounded by devastated dune at the time. Besides, peoples in the coastal villages engaged
in the salt manufacture at the end of 16th century at the latest. These ancient documents imply that the devastated
dune already developed far before Meiji Revolution. In late Edo period, black pines were planted to prevent the

sand drift for private reclamation works of swamp, Nishime-Kata. The stands seemed to decline soon, and sand drift
occurred. Afforestation began again at early 20th century by the public work of Nishime Village. Salt manufacture
revived during and after the Pacific War, but people depended on the driftwood for fuel, not on the living trees in the

coastal forest.
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