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The present conditions and functions of the coastal forests in Japan
Fumihiro Konta

Abstract: There are several types of the coastal forests in Japan such as evergreen conifer, deciduous broadleaved,
evergreen broadleaved, and mangrove type. Main type is the evergreen conifer one which is composed of artificial Japanese
black pine, Pinus thunbergii, forests at sandy coast. The present distributions and conditions of the coastal forests are
mentioned. For the present contions , it is pointed out that serious two problems have occurred in the forests of the main type.
One is the extensive withering of the conifers by the attack of the pine wood nematodes, Bursaphelenchus xylophilus . The other
is the withering of the conifers suppressed by the broadleaved trees which had invaded the forests. The coastal forests have
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functions such as prevension of strong wind, salt water droplets, tidal wave, and fogs comming from the sea as well as

presentation of the scenery of the coast.
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